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Two mothersâ€”a suburban housewife and a battle-hardened veteranâ€”struggle to protect those they love in this modern retelling of Beowulf.
From the perspective of those who live in Herot Hall, the suburb is a paradise. Picket fences divide buildingsâ€”high and gabledâ€”and the community is entirely
self-sustaining. Each house has its own fireplace, each fireplace is fitted with a container of lighter fluid, and outsideâ€”in lawns and on playgroundsâ€”wildflowers
seed themselves in neat rows. But for those who live surreptitiously along Herot Hallâ€™s periphery, the subdivision is a fortress guarded by an intense network of
gates, surveillance cameras, and motion-activated lights.
For Willa, the wife of Roger Herot (heir of Herot Hall), life moves at a charmingly slow pace. She flits between mommy groups, playdates, cocktail hour, and dinner
parties, always with her son, Dylan, in tow. Meanwhile, in a cave in the mountains just beyond the limits of Herot Hall lives Gren, short for Grendel, as well as his
mother, Dana, a former soldier who gave birth as if by chance. Dana didnâ€™t want Gren, didnâ€™t plan Gren, and doesnâ€™t know how she got Gren, but when
she returned from war, there he was. When Gren, unaware of the borders erected to keep him at bay, ventures into Herot Hall and runs off with Dylan, Danaâ€™s and
Willaâ€™s worlds collide.

The Mere Wife: A Novel: Maria Dahvana Headley ... â€œThe Mere Wife is a book on par with Lidia Yuknavitch's The Book of Joan: electric, feminist, literary
retellings of famous tales, but with dystopian spins. The Mere Wife reimagines Beowulf by setting it in a suburban landscape of intense economic disparity. The Mere
Wife by Maria Dahvana Headley - Goodreads The Mere Wife is a bold, stunning riptide of a book. TÃ©a Obreht, author of The Tigerâ€™s Wife The Mere Wife is
an astonishing reinterpretation of Beowulf: Beowulf in suburbia â€” epic, operatic, and razor-sharp, a story not of a thick-thewed thegn, but of women at war, as
wives and warriors, mothers and matriarchs. The Mere Wife: A Novel by Maria Dahvana Headley, Hardcover ... â€œThe Mere Wife is a book on par with Lidia
Yuknavitch's The Book of Joan: electric, feminist, literary retellings of famous tales, but with dystopian spins. The Mere Wife reimagines Beowulf by setting it in a
suburban landscape of intense economic disparity.

Beowulf In The Suburbs? 'The Mere Wife' Is An Epic ... 'The Mere Wife' Is An Epic Retelling For too long the Old English poem has long been perceived as a
"masculine text," says Maria Dahvana Headley. Her new adaptation is told from the perspective of Grendel's mother. The Mere Wife: A Novel - Kindle edition by
Maria Dahvana ... The Mere Wife: A Novel - Kindle edition by Maria Dahvana Headley. Download it once and read it on your Kindle device, PC, phones or tablets.
Use features like bookmarks, note taking and highlighting while reading The Mere Wife: A Novel. Review: 'The Mere Wife' explores 'Beowulf' in the suburbs "The
Mere Wife" (MCD and Farrar, Straus and Giroux), by Maria Dahvana Headley Maria Dahvana Headley's new novel, "The Mere Wife," is much more than a simple
recasting of the ancient epic poem "Beowulf" in the suburbs.

Review: 'The Mere Wife' explores 'Beowulf' in the suburbs ... "The Mere Wife" (MCD and Farrar, Straus and Giroux), by Maria Dahvana Headley. Maria Dahvana
Headley's new novel, "The Mere Wife," is much more than a simple recasting of the ancient epic poem "Beowulf" in the suburbs. It's "The Stepford Wives," 9/11 and
English class thrown into a lyrical blender, and it's kind of glorious.
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